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THE PROMISE OF sPRING,

O alay of G, lI!:-'.:_I-'I_!l sl bk
Tl ~|||

Thami welte st now the froeen -k\rr
Where adreaming love lay I

Thomn wakoesst He f btids asleep
Aned oy in skies that frownesd,

Nt vet ey abmond Blossoms dare
A wintry wenls TR

SUH Lo Che trees thelr heaiity wear

= Wahanlness,

riven with the lzin
iy 1alays

Al love mnded honging

His sweet sl silenl ways,

Fine

haht

MAreodemy,

THE »ONG OF THE TROU hﬁl‘:ll.
Wrap, and ﬂﬂ;lu;;l- wh,
Bleeve, amd ruffle Nﬂnml
Filting we, up and down-
As long as 've strongth to stand,

Pinning me |
Basting me

Vexesd that 1've grown so stout—
tirumbling becanse I'm thin,

Watehing my eyes amd halr,
Sulting my cheek and neck,

Wanling wie Liere nmd there,
Lot U i perfeet wreck,

Panel. amd rufMe, aml sleeve

Oy, the first |'ﬂt"‘ was l'll"ll-
Dear Httle happy Eve,

o dowe il ‘unnw-m dressed,

—Late,

TORIES OF LIFE

THE SWORD-BEARER'S REBELLION---A TALE OF THE

RUSTLERS

Written for the Standand,
HE morning of the mliof Novembwer,

of® kT, dawnmd resplemdently |

e

MONTANA ROMANCES,

to examine his immortal jugglarship with-
in the distance of casy arrow shot, and the
liniments of his conntenance would have

beautiful upon the valley of the | been plainly visible had it not been for the

Little Horn as on that other futeful day
dune wineh witnessed (he tragie

in | thick mask of red and yellow paint with

which i was sineared,  The soldiers in the

of 0 troops of the gallant Seventh cave l picket line stood like statues at their posts

alr.
No nobler Lindseape can be found amid
the magmificent  potumain seenery  for

whieh
that

Moutana is so y famexd, than
surroninuding  the histo sl come-

memorated by the Caster momoment, anl
the golden light of this o
morn siiled  upon w of  weind

sublimity, \\--'1 linu-d o Lo thwe
theater ol | e wal Far away
the m boricon the purple
ate of the Waoll monntains traeed
tgped o
©osunrise tints peealiar o these high |
altitudes,

In the southwest the mighty Big Horn
range stood mafestiealiy forth, its snows
capped peaks sparkling with glittering ar-
rows of rosy hght, while sweeping away
from the teee=clad banks of the winding
riveirs 1o the feet of dista bwaed Davmed
combs, wide, brecey plaveans,  touelesd
beve and there by wavering lights  and
shadows, but to the picture o fitting fore-
groumd,

Al might the monotonous beating of the
rude instrament, through the medinm of
which savage man in every land has
wought to veice his cmotions, the tom tom,
wias heard echoing from the large Indian
camp near the ageney, but the light of day,
stealing through the streets and alleys of
this suddenly creeted eny of tepees, broke
in upon an ominous silence almost painful
inits conteast 1o the constant din of the
night.  The  sweet  trampet  notes  of
reveille, ringing  trom the eavalry esmps,
awork answering yelps from the throats
of hundreds of starving dogs, which, like
tlrones of  hungry wolves, hung  upon the
conline . el soon after the
stentorian tonrs hian orator har-
anguing the villag he
air as the ehines o

dJust after su o, both in the varvious

eamps of the military and amid the seat-
sl groups of the Tudian ledges, an un-
sl aetivity developed itself, betokening
the coming of some mportant event, amvd
o feehing of uneertionty aml dread seemed
stdidendy 1o setthe like a pall upon the in-
mates of the agoney builidings,
e Jonig expeeted movement of the lit-
tle arty under General Ruger was aboat
1o be made upon the hostile camp. and
meotatitasd DS e rs L] rll"lln
hither and  thither between the various
wavalry and infantry outposts,

Two ansions hours passed and the sil-
very totes of “hoets and  saddles' roke
wsuhderty forl, followed by the swarming
ol & wel tivopwers o il the camps, and a
suddden congregation of startled Tndians
into eaeitod groupes,

Here s there poale a savage horseman
maddly  through  the camp, amd within a
whort time seorvs of  lodges disappwarsd
amd men mwned by spuarcs within the
military lines surroumding the agency,

These wepe reombatant=, and the
exvilus eontinued  thronghout  the  day,
even durving the whole of the battle which
follomwedl, At bongth by the and of glasses,
some 10 o B mounted and piciuresquely |
arttived chibcts were scen o go forth from
the hwdges in company with o seout sent
[ Trown the cavaley camp, and in a brief
time they deew e at o tent before which
stood a group of oflicers, who, booted amd
spurred, were deawn up within a wide en-
coniprissing caele of westive imop horses.
It was the headguarters of General Ruger
and o paciey Lsting sone 15 minutes en-
[ IR N

At ne close the chiels again mounted
their pones and dashed at a mad  gallop
seross the apen plain which separated the
cavalry position feom the village. Numbers
of warriors now  collected  at the Farther
end of the village, within the np of
Crazy Head, the wost influentiol chief
arnong the maleentonts, wlon an carmest
councill was observad 1o take place, one
yoottel o aher nfier anether addresss
ing the sernbilod Branos oo rapid sueees.
sion, the gaudils shifting
1t position from th
anee e e var

1 bell,

wWoere

diessd

thirong
in

o Loy L

ts aralors.

AMiter the Lnpse of about an hour twao
b s coparated themselves  from the
villuge, aml, one closely folhbwing the
other, rode b oo wide cocle at full  speed
arvoumd the ageney  groumds, close up o
the skivmt=h hine of the fnfantrs guard
sttrronnding the buildings. Boath wore o

gk of brghis searle,
r bonnets and tantasts

ally caparisoped

| ders 1o open e,

Las he rode by, their officers with un-
! shicathed swords evidently longing for or
M calne, lM WV,

Land the pair rode at a fierce pace back to

thit hos amp. Within a few moments
tiwe great conneil cirele began to dissolve,
one warrior after another viding forth inw

Cthe open space  before the cavalery head-
L guarters, until within a brief period 150

| little gulehes like a flash towards the

paintedd braves were riding over  the plain
waving their guns and shomting. Pres-
ently o rifle was Hred, and in another mo-

Limes vpon o sky it by the pues | ment a moveinent was evident among the

mlitary forces, and then a blue and white
rass of cavaley in compact column  half
bidden in a elowd of dust crossed some

hfanhmi point of the Indian  position. It

was a charge by the gray horse troops.

| Then the air was suddenly filled with the
| dinof musketry, which gradually inereased

in volume until  sometimes  the  shots

| merged together in an indistinguishable

attend-

craslh,

All at once came a deep boom, which
pealed across the hills in repeated echoes,
and then was followed by a sharp detona-
tion beyond the village.

It was the report of  the Hotehkiss guns
and the explosion of its shell across the
Little Horn, The battle bad begun in
carnest,  The various detacliments of zol-
thers now shifted their positions, and were
drawn up in the rear of the cavalry head-
auarters, while direetly back of the agency
grounds were the group of colored cavalry,
quietly standing in line facing the upper
end of the village, as though in readiness
to charge.

Two troons of cavalry eonfronted the
Inthans, who now Loldly rode forth 10
meet them, headed by the searlet Sword
Bearer amd hLis  licutenant, the  foomer
waving his sword wildly in the air,

At this movement the soldicrs of the two
advanece troops adopted skirmmsh tactics,
many of them dismounting and  fighting
o foot while others held the horses,
Sword Bearer, failing to slay his  enemy
with his wonderful blade, now discharged
his pistol, and whecling his horse, fled 1o
the very midst of the Indian ranks, while
a heavy volley was exchanged, in which
one  poor unfortunate man fell from his
horse, which, wounded, ran riderless  into
thet o along the Little Horn,

Slowly now the Indians retreated to the
brush, closely pursued by the troops, and
another soldier  strea g with hlood
went reeling in the saddle to the rear,
while several Indians cither fell or rolled
from  their horses and were helped into
the brush by their comrades. Within
short time the  pursuing  troops  had
reached the brush, and the ladians had re-
treated to the bluffs on the cast side of
the river,

Ve saw many of them ride a short dis-
tanee along the banks and emter the river,
when they carefully washed their brave
war paint sway, amd then  erssing to the
friendly camp  delivered their accontre-
ments to the squaws whoguickly whippesd
them out of sight within the  tepeos,
Many of them thus passcd afterwards as
goodd Indhians and one of them particu-
larly, who wore a queerly marked blanket,
hadd been the day before to General Arme
strong with elogquent  protestations  of
friendship. The morning after the battle
he came again with his beautiful smile,
but the soldiers remembered him and
trusted him not.  About 2 o'clock, while
there was yet some active skirmishing in
the brush, a shout arose that  Sword
Bearer was no more, amd strange 1o say
the Indian schoo! children in one of the
buililings, began  clapping their hamds
with jo

Their minds were evidently pelieved of
a bheavy weight. It was known afterwards
that the Indians fearm] Sword Bearer and
his alleged murderous magieal powers
even more than they dield the soldicrs with
their aore substantial gunpowder and
mle .
Trey fully believed that hie had power

| o instantly cause the death of any person

amed thwir feathered |

o padnted steods made o bright pietie
against the brovn ba ound of brush |
aned copse, as ey drow 1

The one in advanees carricd & swond

bacdid abe 2 bBlade nt

i plittesd intervals

catehing the sunlight as he waved it slowly
over Lifs erestod head, and it neaded not
the swift action of the Sioux wile of one
of 1l ageney tarmers, who swooping down
upon her brood of young ones ke a she
cagle hurried them within ope of the
bulldings as she exelabimem] ailrightedly

s sl

Tah Pash,”

was indead the fomous Sword Bearer him-
self, Wo lvarncd Lateg that he had prom.
isedd Lids Lotlowers that lw uldl =lay us
all by o simple “twist of bis wreist,” and
thie was his pruanpos in approaching the
Jine of 1l ey guanl

by simply pointing s swordl, aned Diie dis-
pleasure was certain 1o be fatal 1o the of-
fender, Within a few moments we saw a
gathering of soldiers and citizens upon
the: banks of the Little Horn, where we
weore told lay the body of the slain  sor-
Ceper. An Indian  policeman  pode ap
flaunting a few pieces of searlet fannel,
andd, thrusting forth his hand, shook with
each of us as he sail, brokenly @ * Mo
Fire Bear kill =hesh Tab Pasb.” It was
el troe, and the mystical being who
bl been the canse of the most remnark-
able of all the wars, in the history of In-
dian strife, had gone o his fathers.

The Indians now  crowded into the vill-
age within the military lines and the tir
ing closed. The remainder of the day was
quieter than &t any time for many days
before the battle, but the night which fol-

| lowed was hideous with the discordant

to convinee us that it |

! Kiss shell;

notes of savage
ridde over the field

mourning. Next day a
and through the aban.
doned Indian eamp revealed some sad,
pathetie sights. Here was o group of
squaws prone upon the earth mourning
for onue of their tumber Killsd by o Hoteh-

heve another of men, women

Frouu 4 comvenent point we were able l and children weeping over the dead Shesh

| bulley through the pistol

'l'ull Pash.
the Indians lay their houschold goods, |
Just as they had left  them upon their re-
treat : articles no doubit, many of them, as
precious to them as are his own toeivilized
man.

Inone a ludicrous yet half sad little
thing was seen, 1t wasa number of help-
less young puppics and kittens sleeping
together in a kettle, where they had no

In the rifle pits ovu\-alul by | bling

doubt been placed by some little one, be- |

fore seeking safety for itself. Al about
woere evidences of the fearful panie which
had routed the village, and the character
of the debris  indicated that flight was the
lagt result expocted,  There is little doubn
that they believed that the supernatural
arts of their prophet would trimmph  and
that through him their race wonld e
possess  the free soil of their fathiers, il
the white man pass away from the face of
the earth, Later when we saw the leaders
of the revolt, with irens upon thewr limbs,
we felt hittle like rejoicing, for then was
the thouglt that the same spirit bad  in
part animated them which has underlain
all the great revolutions of the worlkd, and |
which when tinetured with sucees, is - pro-
nounesd  grand amd  sublime, but with
failure, lawless and base,

Butte, April 13, 1802,

i =
FREE THOROUGHVARE,
In hollow trees

Live white owis, clipiminks, Dats and bees,

1 were o ommnmnl bt oor luvwe,

' pavek my stores inan empiy tree,

Undder the grovaw
Ants nnd bl les mind sn
Anh Eronh® the spake with o
Newds g eellnr to bibde lim in

By the ook s bolnk,
Spliash?® go the beaver, lllll'-kl.ll mink,
Claspeed b a donbidet close as lie,
A beaver s it were e place lor e,

are found ;
alhern shin

High w'er the rocks,
Lord of his wateh tower, dwells the fox,
fere 1 more Beet than the west wind s,
ol have a stalrease steeg as s,

O nose and hevak,
ooth and Lall, it were long to speak,
tvery epeastore T much sdmire
Whe Hves bn winter and peeds no e,

Wil v er amyome moels
Has roofed Wis ehamber or paved his strects;
N ot all of their wits ot one, .-u n l'
Hlas earned the seerel of loe i
Npring el .' Hn .uu wiean,

THE RUSTLERS’ FATE.

G RAY amd gl.;;;iil_st- the lengthening

shadows cast across a rock rinmed |

pocket coulee in the range wilds.
The bleak and broken country about
shows no sign of human habitation.  Per-
haps from the higher po f crags on the
further side of the rocky rift,a lone sheep-
herder’s eabin nught e seen by the wan-
ing light.  Not s cheerfal prospect this for
o camping place ona willl March night,
but it 1 a good hiding place. The  thrive
ing city of Billings lies hild away below the
d rock blulls, near as the erow flies,
but a long amd wears 20 miles by the
wagon ttail.  The very place this for dark
deeds, A vegiment might e hid away
this broken, tortuous coilec andiscovensd

by a marching wmaltitude, Has the Higin
of time trailed _backward, or are these

shindowy Torms that cautiously hold  the
lower trail in the gulel, the ghosts of
Granvillo Stuart's regulator band  that
purged  the  Judith  and  Musselstiel
country tem years ago  of the  horse
thieves and brand burners that nearly
wrecked the range industey in the early
eighties, Nowonl s spoken, the leador
holds aloft a sileneing hand and in the
deatlily stillness of the winter range can
be heard the hoof beats of a band of
horses.  Thegquarry is nearing the trap,
Two men, both young anmd rugged looking,
riding in faneisl soeurvity and hobiling
together a small bunch of hovses, come o
a stop on the rim rock  just in front el
above the ambushed  forms, They des
bhate upon the advisability of resting o

I

for the part of the might they may dare w |

sleep, long before the bate winter daw ning

they st be hitting the road  hand across |

country to safely escape with their stolen
stoeds,

These are horse  rustlers, they  luve
worried through the winter in Billings as
best they might,  With the flrst sugges-
tion of spring a plot they bad Latelasl -
gether to fix themselves for another luanl
winter has neen so far suceessfully  puose.
cutedd. It matters ot 1o them that among
the stolen horses is one belonging 10 a
benefactor who has shared  sheler
and elothes with them, a poor
nor that the saddies they ride, the
they hold are only their property sines ves.
terday and that they then stole them, -
tegrity, morality, gratitude they know ot
of. Young but by reason  of their
rough  calling  and  rough  associates
degraded beyoud understanding, In pie-
turesque cowboy attire they ride boldly up
to dismount and prepare to make a caclie

for their illy  gotten  four-footed plunm-r.!

The “kid" rips out a veteran oath as hLis
chilled feet strike the hard sand rock in
disnpnting from that saddle whieh be
may pever mount again.  His companion
slso  dismounts and  the  saddles ad
blankets are quickly taken off and 1he
horses picketed.  Toto the coules goes AL
Parks, the rustler, to hunt & warmer rest-
ing place,  He tosses the saddles and gear
together in one pile, and then e beans a
sotnd that eauses ibm to guake with foar,
and batterly curse the impiadenes that Ll
Lt tor beav e the swilt sacddboshorae, for Lo
knows mow  that the  regulators
marked him for their gamwe. A eraslung
volley over his head deowns the e ibile
ery of the “kid,"” and he thinks he yet vy
escape.  Futile hope, He soes no one,
s b breaks cover and  starts 1o un,
revolver ready cocked e L,
wrnn drops that
and the gun. He runs like a scared wolf,
but a relentless enctay s all about
A buliet in the leg brings hun to the
groundd, then o red, roaring hell, and las
carver is closed, his race run.

The regulators have no tie for sen
ment.  That cur wont run off many more
horses, says the leader as he spurns the
corpsc with  his  foot, leave him
for the suow to blanket, let’s look
“kid.”  On the sandy rim rock discolored
with his blood, lay the Urst vietio o ¢
tragedy of this over true tale, Deatl) «
not at once result from the eruel +olley
which cut him down in the morning of
life. The vitality of his young frome,
plereed with Lalt a dozen rite bulleis,
each of which mcant deatl, showed in
struggling spirit.  The death struggl
cut shiort by one more humane thau, 1he
leader sending a pistol ball crashing
through the “kid's™ braimn. A pifle hallet
through the heads of both of tlu

have

his

LTS

ti=

at the

the

was

horses that were  pucketed near,
ended the blacdy  enactinent,  Black,
| stariess night elosed down, amd only  1he
March wind winspered and  moaned and
-Immwd “the way of the transgressor is
ham),™

Five weeks later a wandering  hender
stitmbled across the blackened diseolored
form of the “kid™ o pansed o investis
gate no further.  Word  reached  the
coroner that o dead buman body  lay

proof that the defendant was a band rider,

bleaclung in the coulee at the head of |

Alkali ereek. Unkoown dead are o grow-
ing spring erop i this conntes . awml one
more or less produces to great sensa-
twn,  The average Montana  man s
lardened to the coroncr’s  jury  servies
andd is ammsed byoa, Deiglin shone the
=i on the ng Landdseapme the day the
caroner visited the secne of shangh
The “kil™ it was who had been foumd
dead with his boots on. His dead face
1 up the sky, eveloss sockets, o
grinning faee,
aken thewr course theoagh lus Iuwly,
fromm the tanghsd ass of  eurls o pistol
buller  whieh  had  scoattems) his brains
lropped ont abwadd of  the investigating
I-un w, CUlose by lay the halfsdestrovesd
wnly of a horse, below  in the conles lay
the other borse, the saddles  an
further yet. Two dayvs later 3
lluull the contlee was fo e oot hoer ehevand
oy his bocuibisd revodver elose by, Ten
llﬂl' bullets b entered bis body  aned L
tows wans shot in the headd, The stereoty pesd
vendict of the coroners jury sufliees  for
both * * % deeeased canne to bis de
by gunshot wotnds at the bunds of par
unknown. Twe mounds in the pott
fiedd, o harvest for specinl correspeonds
and perhaps o broken | d, sl eyl
mother lonely weeping in the state,s Her
som haed Tound lus fortune in the Lo of
the setting =un, QUIEN SAane,
Billings., Montana, \|nril 12, 12,

THE I)[\II BRIDGE,

HE DEVIL'S bridge in switzerland
*R® i wonderful single arcl thrown

ovir the Reuss, amd it s said the
torrent carvied away all the bevdges which
could be constructed over its basl, One
day the peopde came and tobd the bahifll of
the canton of Uri that the newest amld the
bt b ever bl bad baeen o
away the night before.  To dose
bat i s Tury would bee fnpossibile,
but the devil said hie, “ean ever aee
plish this work.”

Upon  these words the badlifllfs servant
appeared  wih convulsed  features, an-
nouncing i oo trembling v “His =a-
tanie Majesty,”™  The devil entered with o
low bow, He was deessed  Hike o Swiss
peasant, amd his long tail hung bhelow his
irousers belibmd,  He seated himsell at
case in an armechair, amd  resting  his
cloven feet on the glowing beands i the
fireplace:  *You called me, | believe 2

Mo -yes,”" rephied the baihil,

“For the comnstruetion of a bridge
wl the devil,

The serviee  you spw .al\ of would be of
inestimable value vooues,

*Fowr nothing you get nothing,” =avs the
proverh,” continued satan.

LRL

“We expended 10 ounces of gold for the |

last hridge, and 1 wonbd willingly jay somn
domabaler thint conm Tor the Dl yon wonlil
engage to bankd for us.”

“Hah! IFf you have pnothing but money
to oller e, yom may kee s it 1 bave all
the money 1 care for.” Al picking vy a
glowing coal from the five with bis Hngors
he put it into the halill s money bag,
when, for o marvel, the coal becanae an
’ﬂm“ of gobid as cold as a meorsel of e,

“Very well, then: what will you bave

“Here, read and sign tlids paper: that is
what 1 wish,” and drawing o pagser lroan
his pocket the devil Laid 0 before e
bailifr,

Toe latter read as follows @ “Satan shall
have for his own the st sonl whieh shadl
pans over the beidge, whieh Lo, \nl.uln. “he
gages 1o baild in a single mghr

Tt badlil?, alver a0 wvm » reflection,
wrote lis oo below the agrecment ;1
devil dad the same, put the paper into his
pocket, wmd disappearnsl, leaving o strong
wddor of sulplbine bebiind b,

The next day a suporh by
the Hewses, aned the builder
in the road waiting
wird,  Soddendy in the o
the bailifl coming, carrying o sack an his
back.

..'l|" ii 'Ilin'"

ilgger sl
Al oon a stone

cried the devil: “arm vou

oming 1o eross the benlge tiest, miy dear
fricidd o sacritiee yoursell for sour coms
patriots,

e

t |m~|'iu-1_;. replied the other in o
moeking tor Then he stoopusd ol et
down lins =ack at thee end of the briddge, une
Ik‘l the eord that bhound it and et aut of
a great black ecat, whieh erossed the
IF with rapud bounds,
“Wraeh!” sercamed the devil,
thought you would trick e, bat it will
you no good (7 andd 1aking upoan i
mass of rock, e was about 100 4 lhll.nll‘
his work. whien a prosession -nf rtwu!.- age
peared with the cross In ores thean
and banners Aving, 1o bless llu- briedge. At
this sight Satan quockly deogsped the roek
and disajyme erI bowling 1 disapypoint-
ment ane
When the -uhﬂ put hie hand into his
money bag for the ingot of gold, he buarned
his ingers on a red-hot coal,

My

AFRIL,

A wasward mabd of smiles and trars,
O Bt Vg wmil & nfears

Bhe talters oer the Delds of brown,
Al iesitates Bwint fangh noed frown,

of bird

The mellow pipe wals,
As s upaonl U listening #ars
T e tre »L.f Mareh, the lanished king

Who rialerd the first rude days ¢

o spring

But, with her

stnlles ngd with her tear

She works the magie of the syears
And Aprid's touch po Fes b L )]
For all the swectpess foumd b Sa

W, i, P'att

ILLINOIS OF LINCOLN'S TIME

o, |

| ire o large frame building  woed v Dape
A witnoss was called —a bong. lanky, West= | tist ehureh, and on the o of 1he teial it
crower.  The lawver I, “How does Mr, | was erowided to its Vo The
Sowatid-so usually ride | Jury was impaneded  and the ovidenoo
Without a gleam of intelligence the wit- | tak 't k wlmitted and the
ness repliod, * Astraddle, sie.™ defense wa mrieloe
“No, no,” said the lawyer: *1 mean Lamibwwrn aned Bakier were bt strangers
does he usually walk, or trot, gallaop ™ |t the  guvgie ag JUrors, s r hiaving
“Wall," saul the witness, apparently visited that couni "'! e LT
searching in the deptlis of Los memorsy for :":_:"' ... " : ot :' v. la i "l : 0 . ¢ 1‘- ]
facts, *when be rides o walkin® horse e b & tAlL St tann. sithi e Saaat AN
walks, when hie rides a trottin® oo i susienl ve o e i
trots, when  he rides o gallopin® borse e pole n inal His w hol
gallops, when . MY W 1 cmting lens,
The lawyer, ately: 1 want o know | e . i ! 0 tral.
what gait the deforalant usually take o, tasi He prly 1ol 1 L ' hen,
| or slow.” m o a f w |‘f ny l. '- .] ' T "Il
“Wall,” said the witness, soll swedis | _”t ... .'Ijl:' W e Hy _" = - A :l :“
tating, “when his company rides Last be | oo Initagg Debtna it thy, | .'. s il 3 o
rides fast, amd when lis company rides | weell that 1 was looking (o 1l
slow e vidios slow " tenordinary ;. bt | hilenm  aldw ne

seven rifle bullots |
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